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SUBJ: LABORS DAY OF PROTEST IN ONTAIRO 

REF: (A) TORONTO 1719; (B) TORONTO A-55 OF MAY 1 1, 1976 

1 . SUMMARY: DESPITE A LAST MINUTE RULING BY THE ONTAIRO LABOR 
RELATIONS BOARD THAT POLITICAL STRIKES ARE ILLEGAL, MANY ONTARIO 
UNIONS WENT AHEAD WITH THEIR WALKOUTS OCTOBER 14 TO PROTEST THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS ANTI-INFLATION PROGRAM. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN A CASE BROUGHT AGAINST THE UNITED GLASS AND CERAMIC WORKERS, 
THE ONTARIO LABOR RELATIONS BOARD (OLRB) RULED ON OCT 13 

(ONE DAY BEFORE TH DAY OF PROTEST) THAT A POLTICALLY MOTIVATED 
IN CASES GOVERNED BY CONTRACT, SUCH STRIKES WOULD BE CONSIDERED 
ILLEGAL. THE BOARD REFUSED. HOWEVER, TO GRANT THE INJUNCTION SOUGHT 
BY THE EMPLOYER, ARGUING THAT IF COURTS SHOULD EVENTUALLY RULE 
IN FAVOR OF LABOR AND UNIONS WERE PROHIBITED FROM STRIKING, THE 
WORKERS RIGHTS WOULD HAVE BEEN IRRETRIEVABLY LOST. 

THE UNION WALKED OUT ANYWAY. 

3. REACTING TO THE OLRB RULING, DABID ARCHER, HEAD OF THE 
ONTARIO FEDERTION OF LABOR, SAID IT CAME TOO LATE: " "THE 
DECISIONS HAVE BEEN TAKE... THEIR RULING IS GOING TO BE 
APPEALED TO THE COURTS". HE SAID, " AND I THINK AN APPEAL WILL 
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4. IN OTHER COMMENT ON THE RULING, DENNIS MCDERMOTT, HEAD OF 

THE UAW, SUGGESTED THAT THE LABOR MOVEMENT CONSIDER WITHDRAWING 
ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE OLRB, REFERING TO ITS "INDECENT HASTE". 

(ARCHER INDICATED THAT SUCH ACTION WOULD BE CONSIDERED). WILLIAM 
MAHONEY, PRESIDENT OF THE USW, SAW THE SILVER LINING: "REMEMBER 
-THEY REFUSED TO GRANT AN INJUNCTION". BUT HE WAS UNHAPPAY 
THAT THE BOARD RULED PRIOR TO THE FACT. 

5. DESPITE THE BOARDS RULING. THE DAY OF PROTEST PROCEEDED MORE 
OR LESS AS EXPECTED. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ONE INTER-CITY BUS LINE, 

ALL TRANSPORT AND MOST OTHER PUBLIC SERVICES FUNCTIONED NORMALLY 
(AT LEAST IN METRO TORONTO) ALTHOUGH TRANSIT WORKERS IN SOME CASES 
WORE BLACK ARMBANDS OR POSTED "OPPOSED TO AIB" SIGNES ON THEIR 
VEHICLES. AUTO WORKERS, STEEL WORKERS WENT OUT, AS DID LOCALS 

OF MANY OTHER INDUSTRIAL UNIONS. 

5. IN TORONTO, AN ESTIMATED 8000 PROTESTING WORKERS GATHERED 

IN FRONT OF THE PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT BUILDING FOR AN ANTI-AIB RALLY. 
THIS WAS FAR FEWER THAN THE 25,000 PREDICTED AND EVEN FEWER THAN 
PARTICIPATED IN LAST MAYS RALLY (REF B). FRINGE POLITICAL 
GROUPS (COMMUNISTS, TROTSKYITES, "GAYS AGAINST CONTROLS. AND 
A LONE LI VERT ARI AN ) WERE MORE HIGHLY VISIBLE THAN LST 
SPRING. FEATURED SPEAKERS WERE ONTARIO NDP LEADER STEPHEN LEWIS, 

WHO CALLED ON LABOR TO FOLLOW UP ON TODAYS PROTEST WITH 
POLITICAL ACTION, REMINDING AUDIENCE OF PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS 
WITHIN A YEAR AND FEDERAL ELECTIONS IN TWO; AND CLC PRESIDNET 
JOE MORIS, WHO DECLARED THAT LABOR COULDNT" WAIT TWO YEARS 
BUT MUST CONTINUE THE PROCESS OF "POLZRIZATION" UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT 
ABOLISHED ITS ITS ANTI-INFLATION PROGRMA. (FEDERAL NDP LEADER ED 
BROADBENT WAS UNABLE TO ADDRESS THE RALLY AS SCHEDULED). 

6. ACCORDING TO EARLY REPORTS, SEVEN CHRYSLER PLANTS ACROSS 
ONTARIO, THE GM PLANT IN OSHAWA, AND THE AMC PLANT IN BRAMPTION 
WERE CLOSED (FORD WORKERS ARE STILL LAID OFF BECAUSE OF THE US 
STRIKE). HIGHLY UNIONIZED NORTHERN MINING CITY OF SUDBURY 
REPORTEDLY "COMPLETELY" SHUT DOWN. 

7. FURTHER REPORT WILL DIGEST EFFECTIVENESS OF DAY OF PROTEST 
ELSEWHERE IN ONTARIO AS OUTLYING NEWSPAPERS BECOME AVAILABLE. 
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